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Juneteenth,  officially Juneteenth National Independence Day, 
and also known as, Jubilee Day, Emancipation Day,[ Freedom Day, 
and Black Independence Day is a federal holiday in the United 
States commemorating emancipation of enslaved African Ameri-
cans. 

It is also often observed for celebrating African-American cul-
ture. Originating in Galveston, Texas, it has been celebrat-
ed annually on June 19 in various parts of the United 
States since 1865. The day was recognized as a 
federal holiday on June 17, 2021, when President 
Joe Biden signed the Juneteenth National Inde-
pendence Day Act into law. Juneteenth’s com-
memoration is on the anniversary date of the 
June 19, 1865 

 Texas, as the most remote state of the former 
Confederacy, had seen an expansion of slavery 
and had a low presence of Union troops as the 
American Civil War ended; thus, enforcement 
there had been slow and inconsistent prior to Grang-
er’s announcement. Although the Emancipation Procla-
mation declared an end to slavery in the Confederate States, it 
did not end slavery in states that remained in the Union. 

For a short while after the fall of the Confederacy, slavery re-
mained legal in two of the Union border states – Delaware and 
Kentucky. Those enslaved people were freed with the ratification 
of the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution, which abolished 

chattel slavery nationwide on December 6, 1865. The last enslaved 
people present in the continental United States were freed when the 
enslaved people held by the Choctaw (in the Indian Territories), who 
had sided with the Confederacy, were released in 1866.

Celebrations date to 1866, at first involving church-centered com-
munity gatherings in Texas. They spread across the South and became 

more commercialized in the 1920s and 1930s, often centering 
on a food festival. Participants in the Great Migration out 

of the South carried their celebrations to other parts of 
the country. During the Civil Rights Movement of the 
1960s, these celebrations were eclipsed by the nonvi-
olent determination to achieve civil rights, but grew 
in popularity again in the 1970s with a focus on Af-
rican American freedom and African-American arts. 

Celebratory traditions often include public read-
ings of the Emancipation Proclamation, singing 

traditional songs such as “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” 
and “Lift Every Voice and Sing”, and the reading of 

works by noted African-American writers, such as Ralph 
Ellison and Maya Angelou. Some Juneteenth celebrations 

also include rodeos, street fairs, cookouts, family reunions, park 
parties, historical reenactments, and Miss Juneteenth contests. When 
Juneteenth became a federal holiday on June 17, 2021 it was the first 
new federal holiday since Martin Luther King Jr. Day was adopted in 
1983.

Bangor Library 
Book Donations

The Bangor library will be taking book dona-
tions from June 13 to 25th.

Please remember to drop off books during 
operational hours. Do not leave books on the 
steps of the library or place them in dropbox. 
We accept one box or two bags per visit. Please 
call ahead to make sure we have room.

Books need to be in good to excellent condi-
tion. Nonfictio should be no older than 10 years.  
No textbooks, encyclopedias, or magazines.

.Bangor Summer Tennis
The Bangor High Girls  &  Boys Tennis Teams are 

hosting a tennis clinic June 20-23 (Rain date June 24) at 
the Bangor High School Tennis Courts.  

Pee-Wees (K to 4) will be held  from 8:30 am to 9:30 am, 
Varsity (Grades 5-8) will be from 10 am to 11:30 am. 

Theme Days are: Monday: Crazy Socks, Tuesday: 
Wacky Hat, Wednesday:  Slater Colors!, Thursday: 
Camp T-Shirt!

Pen Argyl Summer Tennis
Sessions for June are Mondays 10-11:30, Wednesdays 

5-6:30 and Saturdays 10-11:30, weather permitting.

Bushkill  Yard Sales
The Bushkill Township Second Annu-

al Community Yard Sales Benefiting the 
Bushkill Township Volunteer Fire De-
partment has been  planned for Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday June 24, 25  and 
26th from 9am - 5pm 

To get your copy of the participat-
ing addresses & descriptions: Email : 
BTYardSales@gmail.com or  stop by 
*during the event* at 968 Renaldi Rd, 
Wind Gap
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Slate Belt Weather

Slate Belt Town Topics
www.sbtopics.comsbtopics@rcn.com

Sunny 70 Today
Sunny 77 Monday

National Weather Service Forecast
Today, Sunny, with a high near 70. Northwest 

wind 10 to 15 mph, with gusts as high as 30 
mph.

Tonight, Mostly clear, with a low around 
50. Northwest wind 5 to 10 mph, with gusts 
as high as 20 mph.

Monday, Mostly sunny, with a high near 
77. Northwest wind around 5 mph.

Monday Night, A slight chance of showers 
after 2am. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
57. Northwest wind around 5 mph becoming 
calm. Chance of precipitation is 20%.

Tuesday, A chance of showers, with 
thunderstorms also possible after 5pm. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 75. Southwest 
wind around 5 mph. Chance of precipitation 
is 40%. New rainfall amounts of less than 
a tenth of an inch, except higher amounts 
possible in thunderstorms.

Tuesday Night, A chance of showers and 
thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 61. Chance of precipitation is 40%. 
New rainfall amounts of less than a tenth of 
an inch, except higher amounts possible in 
thunderstorms.

Air Quality: Good (0-50) Bethlehem (26) 
Columbia N.J. (29}  

Pollen: 6.0 Medium  (Top Alergen (s) 
Grasses

 UV: High Risk 10-5  Peak 7.1 at 1:pm

Happening Today

     June 19, 2022
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Pen Argyl - UMBT Softball   Bangor Graduation - 2Sizzling Summer Vendor

Support St. John’s Cemetery
St. John’s Cemetery is conducting their annual cemetery appeal for ongoing mainte-

nance of the cemetery. Donations can be made to St. John’s Cemetery, PO Box 9 c/o Carol 
Hummel, Bangor, PA

...Help Wanted...
The Town Topics seeks two photographers, one to cover the Bangor Area and Bangor 

Schools,  and one to cover the Pen Argyl area and Pen Argyl Schools. Will train.  Very flexible 
schedule - work when you are available. Some mileage. Excellent pay for part time work. 
Other skills a plus but not required include writing, photo editing, and graphic designing. 
Interested persons should contact the Town Topics at sbtopics@rcn.com or 570-688-3724. 
Students very welcome to apply.

Bingo - Bangor VFW. Doors 4:30. Bingo 6:00
Fellowship Dinner - First UMC Bangor, 12:30-1:30.
Slate Belt Heritage Center - Open 12-3.
Slate Belt YMCA - 10-2

Bangor Pool - Open 11-7
Pen Argyl Carousel and Golf - Open 3-9
Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum &. Joseph 
Henry House at Jacobsburg - Noon–4pm 

Half - Million Dollars For 138th District
Rep. Ann Flood is pleased to announce over half-million dollars in new funding for the 138th dis-

trict.
Local Shared Account (LSA) grants support a variety of important needs in our local communities, 

This grant program allows for necessary projects to be completed within our communities without 
burdening taxpayers throughout the district. These grants may go to fire, police and other necessary 
personnel that need their equipment replaced.

Awarded on a competitive basis, the local grants are as follows:
• Bushkill Township – $63,368 for an automatic license plate reader for the Fixed Site Automatic 

License Plate Reader (ALPR) system.
• Pen Argyl Borough – $147,784 for Phase I renovations to Weona Park
• Wind Gap Borough – $444,396 for a new fire truck and KME pumper for Wind Gap Fire Co. 

KME Fire Pumper/Rescue.
The funding was approved by the Commonwealth Financing Authority, an independent agency that 

holds fiduciary responsibility over the funding of programs and investments in Pennsylvania’s eco-
nomic growth. Grants are NOT funded by taxpayer dollars.

Fishing Rods and Tackle Available
When: Monday thru Friday, 8:00am to 3:30pm

Where: Jacobsburg Visitor Center, 400 Belfast Road, Nazareth
Borrow fishing poles and tackle to use in Jacobsburg’s creeks! To borrow equipment, you must pro-

vide a driver’s license or other form of state issued identification. Persons age 16 and older must pos-
sess a current fishing license to fish. Adults can help children under 16 fish without a license. Bait is 
not provided. For more information call 610-746-2801 or email jacobsburgsp@pa.gov.
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ROBIN@SABATINOINS.

PUBLISH YOUR EVENT
To publish info about your event,  e-

mail sbtopics@rcn.com Please send in 
text form. Do not send photos of text.
.

June 17-19
Wind Gap Trail to Town 

Camporee
Wind Gap Borough, an Appalachian Trail 

Community, is joining the Northampton District 
of Minsi Trails Council to host the Trail to Town 
Camporee June 17-19, 2022 Northampton Dis-
trict Wind Gap Park

This event is designed to highlight the Appala-
chian Trail while offering outstanding scouting 
activities to its participants.

On Saturday, Minsi Trails will host a recruit-
ing event and invite Cub Pack Units to join the 
fun from 3:00-7:00 p.m. at no cost.

June 19
Wind Gap Concert

Wind Gap Park Concert 6:00pm - Last One 
Standing.

June 25
Archery for Families

Saturday, June 25 at 9:00am to 11:00am
Join other families for an introduction to the 

sport of archery! Participants will learn the be-
ginner level skills of target shooting with a com-
pound or recurve bow and arrow. The program 
will be led by a USA Archery certified instructor. 
All equipment will be provided. This program is 
for families with children ages 11 and up. Please 
register all family members who will be partici-
pating as spaces are limited. There will be audi-
ence seating if some family members prefer to 
watch rather than participate. Spectators do not 
need to register. Registration is required in order 
to participate. You can view and register for com-
munity programs online at https://events.dcnr.
pa.gov/search/events?order=date&search=jacob
sburg

Archery for Adults
Saturday, June 25 at 1:00pm to 3:00pm
Join other adults for an introduction to the sport 

of archery! Participants will learn the beginner 
level skills of target shooting with a compound or 
recurve bow and arrow. The program will be led 
by a USA Archery certified instructor. All equip-
ment will be provided. This program is for adults 
only. Please register all group members who will 
be participating as spaces are limited. There will 
be audience seating if some group members pre-
fer to watch rather than participate. Spectators do 
not need to register. Registration is required in 
order to participate. You can view and register for 
community programs online at https://events.
dcnr.pa.gov/search/events?order=date&searc
h=jacobsburg

Fascinating Fungi
Saturday, June 25 at 1:00pm to 2:00pm
Join Dorothy Smullen, a 48-year member of 

the New Jersey Mycological Association as she 
shows us specimens, talks with us about the im-
portance of fungi in ecosystems, modern science 
and even in architecture! We will then take a 
short walk to look for the fruiting bodies of these 

marvelous mycelium around the center. Regis-
tration is required. You can view and register for 
community programs online at https://events.
dcnr.pa.gov/search/events?order=date&searc
h=jacobsburg

June 24-26
Bushkill Twsp Commu-

nity Yard Sale
Bushkill Twsp Community Yard Sale June 24 

– June 26 9am – 5pm 968 Renaldi Rd, Wind Gap 
PA 18091

Spend your weekend finding great deals and 
awesome stuff!

June 25
Wind Gap Shop n’ Stroll
—Shopping with 70+ vendors & crafters (pet 

and non-pet related) 
—Adoptable pups — Pet Rescues 
—Food vendors — Music — and MORE.„ 
For vendor opportunities email bluefla-

meevents@yahoo.com Cost $30 for 10x10 
space 

Swing at the Stand
“Swing at the Stand” will be held on Saturday, 

June 25th , 4:00- ?? at Weona Park, Rt. 512, Pen 
Argyl.   Listen and dance to the “Oldies” and 
meet with friends. (Please bring your own bev-
erage and lawn chair.)  Everyone is welcome…
Rain or Shine!

World War II Living 
History Weekend

Jacobsburg Historical Society is very excited 
to host our annual World War II Living History 
Weekend on Saturday & Sunday, June 25-26, 
2022. The Boulton Historic Site will be open to 
the public on Saturday, June 25 from 10:00AM 
to 4:00PM and Sunday, June 26 from 10:00AM 
to 4:00PM for this very special event. Adult ad-
mission is $7.00 with free on-site parking. Chil-
dren 12 and under, JHS members, active duty 
military and scouts are free. Bring your fathers, 
bring your sons, or bring your whole family!

This special WWII reenactment weekend is 
designed to educate the local community about 
the war, honor our veterans, and provide infor-
mation for various non-profit veterans organiza-
tions and the services they offer. Visitors can tour 
Allied and German Camps staffed by reenactors, 
see period military and non-military vehicles 
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and displays, shop with WWII vendors, and learn 
about various non-profit veterans organizations.

The Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum and the J. 
Joseph Henry House and Summer Kitchen will 
be open for tours on Saturday 10am–4pm and 
Sunday from 12 noon–4:00pm.

http://www.jacobsburghistory.com/.../2022-
world-war-ii.../

June 26
Weona Park Concert

Joyous  6-8pm. 

July 2
Blue Valley Tractor Pull

The New Penn Jersey Tractor Pullers Association 
Inc. Season Opener has been rescheduled at the 
Blue Valley Farm Show 707 American Bangor 
Road, Bangor  Saturday July 2nd, 2022. (Time 
TBA) Registration Closes 30 minutes before start. 
The actual running order will be posted the day of 
event at registration Weight Transfer Machine by 
Crouse Sled Rental $10 General Admission, Kids 
under 12 Free - $20  hook fee for competitors. All 

Calendar 2 Classes Pay standard NPJ Purse (like at Plainfield) 
- No Trophies

July 7
Weekly Weeders

Thursday, July 7, 14, 21, & 28 at 8:30am to 
10:30am

Interested in learning more about gardening with 
native plants? Volunteer to work alongside our 
education staff as they mulch, pull weeds, divide 
plants, and amend soil in the center’s native plant 
garden. We provide instruction, tools, and weeding 
mats. Registration is required at  https://events.
dcnr.pa.gov/search/events?order=date&searc
h=jacobsburg

July 9
Four B’s Walk

Saturday, July 9 at 10:00am to 11:30am
Need a break from the fast pace in a natural 

space? Borrow our nets, binoculars and ID books 
and join us for a fruitful walk as we find butterflies, 
bugs, birds, and blooms. Registration Required at 
https://events.dcnr.pa.gov/search/events?order
=date&search=jacobsburg

Honeysuckle Hacking - 
Volunteer Event

Saturday, July 9 at 1:00pm to 3:00pm
You may be surprised to find out that most 

of the shrubbery around the park are actually 
invasive honeysuckle species mixed with other 
woody-stemmed invasives. We will have a quick 
lesson on identification, ecological impacts, and 
management and then get geared up to lop, chop, 
and stop the spread. Tools and safety equipment 
will be provided. Registration is required at https://
events.dcnr.pa.gov/search/events?order=date&

610 - 863 - 6100

http://klinesautorepair.com
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search=jacobsburg

July 10
Weona Park Concert

Large Flowerheads  6-8pm.

July 14
Weekly Weeders

Thursday, 14, 21, & 28 at 8:30am to 10:30am
Interested in learning more about gardening with 

native plants? Volunteer to work alongside our 
education staff as they mulch, pull weeds, divide 
plants, and amend soil in the center’s native plant 
garden. We provide instruction, tools, and weeding 
mats. Registration is required at  https://events.
dcnr.pa.gov/search/events?order=date&searc
h=jacobsburg

July 20
Hike for Health

Wednesday, July 20 at 5:30pm to 7:00pm
Get moving after work with a brisk hike at Ja-

cobsburg! These guided monthly hikes are 2 to 
2.5 miles over uneven terrain. Dogs are welcome 
to hike on a leash. Meet at the Visitor Center flag-
pole at 400 Belfast Road. Registration is not re-
quired. Join the email reminder list by contacting 
us at 610-746-2801 or jacobsburgsp@pa.gov.

July 21
Weekly Weeders

Thursday, 21, & 28 at 8:30am to 10:30am
Interested in learning more about gardening with 

native plants? Volunteer to work alongside our 
education staff as they mulch, pull weeds, divide 
plants, and amend soil in the center’s native plant 
garden. We provide instruction, tools, and weeding 
mats. Registration is required at  https://events.
dcnr.pa.gov/search/events?order=date&searc
h=jacobsburg

July 23
Butterflies of Jacobsburg
Saturday, July 23 at 10:00am to 12:00pm
Join local butterfly enthusiast Bill Grant for this 

walk through the fields of Jacobsburg in search 
of these beautiful insects. He’ll show you how to 
quickly identify local species and the best places 
to look for them. Participants should wear com-
fortable shoes. A hat, bottled water sunscreen, 
binoculars, and camera are recommended. This 
program is best for families with children ages 8 
and up. Registration is required.

Creek Critters
Saturday, July 23 at 2:00pm to 3:00pm
Join us to learn about the fascinating creatures 

living in Bushkill Creek. Equipment to study these 
animals will be provided. Wear close-toed shoes 

that can get wet and expect to be in the water up to 
your knees. This program is best for families with 
children ages 5 and up. Registration is required

July 24
Weona Park Concert

Philadelphia Funk Authority 6-8pm.

July 28
Weekly Weeders

Thursday, July 28 at 8:30am to 10:30am
Interested in learning more about gardening with 

native plants? Volunteer to work alongside our 
education staff as they mulch, pull weeds, divide 
plants, and amend soil in the center’s native plant 
garden. We provide instruction, tools, and weeding 
mats. Registration is required at  https://events.
dcnr.pa.gov/search/events?order=date&searc
h=jacobsburg

Aug 5,6,7
Roseto Yard Sales

The annual Roseto Borough yard sale will be 
held the first weekend of August. Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday August 5th, 6th and 7th. The Borough 
waives the normal fees for this weekend, so setup 
and sell your treasures.

August 7
Aonghus Oakley Ames 
Miller 4x4 Truck Show

The first Annual Aonghus Oakley Ames Miller 
4x4 Truck Show to fund Blue Collar Scholarship 
in his memory is planned for the Blue Valley Farm 
Show 1:00 p.m. Sunday August 7. Tickets · $10 - 
$45 www.eventbrite.com/e/310620603587

Fun! Trucks! Prizes! Food!
You can help pay it forward through the 

Blue Collar Scholarship!!! Check out www.
aoamfoundation.org/bluecollarscholarship for 
information!

Your Donation/ticket will enter you to win an 
hourly door prize and will be used as your vote for 
the Best in Show 4x 4 Truck!

Your Truck Entry fee will get you a spot on the 
lot, a t-shirt and sticker with an opportunity to win 
one of three prize bundles!! Best in Show, Best 
2014 and older, Best 2015 and newer!!!

Vendors will be on site, food, music! Come join 
us and have a good time and enjoy the 4 x 4’s

August 7
Weona Park Concert
Moss Henry and the Bryophytes 6-8pm.

August 21
Weona Park Concert

Desire  6-8pm.

Calendar 3
July 3

Wind Gap Concert
Wind Gap Park Concert 6:00pm - Main St. 

Cruisers

July 17
Wind Gap Concert

Wind Gap Park Concert 6:00pm - New Individuals

July 31
Wind Gap Concert

Wind Gap Park Concert 6:00pm -Steel Creek

August 14
Wind Gap Concert

Wind Gap Park Concert 6:00pm - Inch and the 
Echoes

August 27
Delaware Riverfest - Vendors, 

Food & More 
Enjoy the day along the Delaware River shop-

ping with vendors, delicious food, drinks, music, 
and more! 

August 27, 2022 from 10AM to 3PM , 422 Del-
aware Avenue Portland, PA 18351 

For vendor opportunities email bluefla-
meevents@yahoo.com 

Registration cost is $30 Per 10 x 10 space 
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Christ Presbyterian Church
of The Slate Belt
332 Kennedy Drive, Bangor

www.christpcsb.org
More info 610-588-4864. 

E-mail:  info@christpcsb.org.  
Sunday Worship, 10:00 a.m. (Until 9/11)

 in-person/Zoom/Facebook Live.  
For more info: 610-588-4864.

Slate Belt Church Information

Trinity Lutheran Church
404 Broadway Bangor (610-588-2023)

telcbangor@frontier.com   
Website: www. tlcbangor.com
  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 

Holy Communion: First and Third Sundays
Refreshments after. Masks optional.

East Bangor UMC
      136 W. Central Ave. (Rt.512) East Bangor

Sat. June 18 - 8pm AA Meeting
Sun June 19 -9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

(Live & on Zoom) 10:45 Fellowship Hour
(For Zoom, go to ebumc.org to sign in)

Grace Lutheran Church
5907 Sullivan Trail, Nazareth Pa 18064

www.gracebelfastpa.org  610-759-9080                         
Email:gracebelfast@rcn.com

June 19 -  9:00 a.m. –2nd Sunday after 
Pentecost, Holy Communion

June 20 - 1pm WELCA Meeting

Flicksville UCC
1337 Lower South Main St., Bangor  
Pastor Ken Hess 610-588-4648

www.flicksvilleucc.com
Summer Worship at 10 AM

following social distancing guidelines

Christ Evangelical 
Lutheran Church

703 South Delaware Drive Mt. Bethel, 
18343

http://www.celcpa.org/ 
Email: celcpaorg@yahoo.com

610-588-7056
Worship: Sundays 9:00 a.m.

Holy Communion: First and Third Sunday
Toddler Sunday School: Sept-May 10:15 

Richmond United
Methodist Church

Rev. Peter Jamieson, Pastor
http://richmondumc.com/

8538 Delaware Dr, Bangor, PA 18013
610.588.7317 | richmondumc@epix.net
Sunday Worship - Weekly at 10:00 a.m.

Church Worship Times And 
Schedules Are Public Service 
Announcements  Published 

Free of  Charge by The 
Slate Belt Town Topics

E-Mail Information to
sbtopics@rcn.com

First United Methodist 
Church of Bangor

Pastor Elisandra Garcia - 610-588-4673
55 North Third Street, Bangor PA

11:00am service (Communion First Sunday)
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Deadline Extended for 2021 
Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program
The deadline for senior citizens and Pennsylvanians with disabilities to 

apply for rebates on rent and property taxes paid in 2021 has been extended 
to Dec. 31.

The Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program benefits eligible Pennsylvanians 
age 65 and older; widows and widowers age 50 and older; and people with 
disabilities age 18 and older. The income limit is $35,000 annually for home-
owners and $15,000 annually for renters, and half of Social Security income 
is excluded.

The maximum standard rebate for homeowners is $650, but supplemental 
rebates for certain qualifying homeowners can boost rebates to $975. The 
Department of Revenue automatically calculates supplemental rebates for 
qualifying homeowners.

Claimants are encouraged to file their rebate applications online by visit-
ing mypath.pa.gov. No account is required. Applicants who still wish to file 
a paper application form may obtain Property Tax/Rent Rebate claim forms 
(PA-1000) and related information on the Department of Revenue’s website 
or by calling 1-888-222-9190.

Rebates will be distributed beginning July 1, as required by law. The easi-
est way to check the status of your rebate after July 1 is to use the Where’s 
My Rebate? tool. To check on the status of your claim, you will need your 
Social Security number, claim year and date of birth
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